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Th school -H\e?/ +a03h+ us about this scientist who
studied animals that lived on some remote islands.
That's where he came vp with the +)neor>( of
“survival of the -Fi-H'es-h'\' ;

Well, T'm sure +his Charles Darwin guy was smart,
but his idea doesnt explain a person ke ME.




T+s trve that the strong survive, but so do the
ones who are smart eh,oush , :toﬁ,,notmggi,:thms.e]ygs
killed. And T +hank my ancestors for mqkihs
soo&. choices, because if ‘H\e)/ didnt, T wouldnt
even be here.

T read that o few hundred )fe.qrs 490, if )rou were

+oo scared o go into {)a'H'le, -ﬂ\e?f'd &iP )/ou n
Kot tar and cover you in 'Fea-fhers as Puhishmeh-’r.
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And even: +}\ou3131:'m sore it would be o little
uhcomfortable, i+ would ‘be ‘better than getting
.-tnken.ou#l',,,by,.,g_;gnnahbqll.v;i,m,H_, o

GOOD LUCK

T guess +that makes me a chic.keh, but Tm
OK with it. T-don% know how. d)i;kghswso:tg
re\7u+q+i6h for beins scared in the first quce,,_
+)noush because Tve run into some Pre++>{
aggressive ones.in_my. L —




’ﬂ\ey, sq)/,. chickens: hq\(e‘ o ,'".\ze,ckihg,order, " where
ﬂ\e_ﬂbig ohes,\)ick on_ the little ones. And that's

exgc:tlyﬂ,ho.w,.tt, is ;rl;my _middle school.

The kid who's at the +0\>., of the. \'z.ec.kihg, order is
Zander Wrexham, who eVeryohe calls Z-Rex. He's

gotten held back so mdhy +imes that he's su?Posed
to be a \m’a}\ school J'uhior {37 now.




Zanderuisiso fl'ous\\ that he doesnt even ’he,i:d_
to do any __’Du_|l7'ih3.., Wher Ke ‘sits down in the
cafeteria, kids hand over +heir snacks in advance.

T'm somewhere near the bottom of i)neﬁ,gg;ckih&_w
order, but at least T'm not at the ACTUAL
bottom. That spot belohss. to Jarrett Jollifee,
w\\ow,eyeryom,cgllsjrhem,Bu|IK Maghet. There’s just
somefﬂ\ihs,,abowr« Jarrett that attracts bullies +o
him like flies to l\ohey.




I sugs,sﬂhc _mustugive off some kind of scent
or P}\eromohe. Whatever i+ iS, somebocl)i should
stud it, because whoever -Fisures out whats in
that kid’s DNA could Pnckage it and turn it into
Some:t\:ihsyusgful.wmww P P

Ih,{qgi,;I,.’Mch.beﬂen,:tryina,:lfo,,setg,,sgliygﬁsgm?le
from Jarrett. But it's no fun going +}\roush.:lfhe,
trash in the cafeteria to find one of his used
Po?sicle sticks.
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M)( brother Rodrick sa;/s that bullies can SMELL
fear, so Tve been ioadihﬁ up oh my dad’s co|oshe
every morhing to cover whatever chemicals my

body’s Procl.u.cihs.
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T£ there's a smell that attracts bullies, there must
b;e,-s_omgfthi,hg;frhgi drives them AWAY, and Tve
been Joiha, a |i++|e,gx\2e,rimch+ih3. This morning T
rubbed. 3qr|ic oh.my clothes, which didnt seem to
have o hy. effect on the bullies. But i+ DID bother
Evely,.h Trimble, who everyone says is  Vampire.




The wq)/ T see i+, middle school 'is like a game
where +he Soaul each &d)f is to not be “it." So
ou hever wannha call oo muc\'\ attention to
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T do m7 best not to make e?re contact wi‘H\

ahy bullies when T'm in +he ha“way, which isn%
qlways easy. But |ucki|7, Harris Coo?er got an eye
infection and has to wear a ?a-l'c}-\ ) which +akes
care of half the Problem.

The 4ime that's +he most c}ahgerous is the walk
home from school, where it's easy to get sih9|e&
out. But Tve come vp with a few tricks to keeP
bullies at arms |eh3+‘-\.
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‘Re.ceh-H)(,, Tvetbetn +qknn3m7/ “‘moms old cell ,,Fhane
with me. Becavse T ve found out ho{)od)ﬁ iboﬂ'hers,
}(o,u..iagL‘Llaoki]ike.?lo.u_’rcmon,gn,im\zoriahi,QQIl..Mmm

IF YOU CAN'T GET IT
TO ME BY THIS
AFTERNOON, T'LL FIND
SOMEONE WHO CAN!

A

On ftoP of that, T khow,,,,.ﬂ\g location of eVery.. )
doorbell camera in the heis}\borhooc{. So T stick
4o the sidewalks in front of +hose Houses, even
ﬂ\ous}\ it adds a lot of time to rn)( walk home.
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The thing is, even if you’re doing ffour best +o
steer clear of bullies, it's easy to sliP vp. And
that's equ’l?/ what ha?Pehe& when Darius Ree&y
bum?ed into ohe in the cafeteria +o&dy.

(

Before Darius knew it, he was in a full-blown
-fis\-rt with a kid twice his size.
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Getting i & fistfight with'a bul!f is my worst
h.‘SHmdre. For one thing, T like being able
4o breathe 'H'\roush ry nose, which mis\ﬁ be a
c}m"ehse for Darivs going forward.

NURSE

Evenif T SQm,e}xowumqmsed‘ to land a ,?,u.hch}.. Td
worry qbq;rt bvreqkiha a {ihg_er or a +thumb. Because
that would rfo+a|‘|7 mess up _my,‘)ld_hs,n,[or becomihs,
a hand model. -
I'M GONNA NEED
ANOTHER FIVE

TUBES OF THAT
MOISTURIZER, FAST!




